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What's Happening in Washington

*Please note: This update may not include all the changes currently happening in the
federal government.

Here's what's been happening in federal education policy for the month of
March, and what lies ahead.

The U.S. Department of Education: On March 20, 2025, President Trump signed
Executive Order (EOQ), Improving Education Outcomes by Empowering Parents, States,
and Communities. Aimed at significantly reducing the U.S. Department of Education
(ED), this action keeps in line with President Trump’s campaign promise of dismantling
the ED. This EO came just a few days after the ED laid off 1,300 employees, thus
reducing the Department’s workforce by 50%.

The Executive Order requires Secretary McMahon, who was confirmed on March 3, to
diminish the capacity of the Department as quickly as possible, which may be
accomplished by reducing staff, eliminating offices or moving programs to different
departments. The EO actions align with the Secretary’s memo to the ED staff, Our
Department’s Final Mission. This EO has already been challenged by the American
Federation of Teachers, and 21 states and the District of Columbia have joined an
injunction to stop the actions of the Administration.

For more on this EO and the impact on our nation’s education system, read IEL's
statement.


https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improving-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-communities/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improving-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-communities/
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-senate-confirms-linda-mcmahon-13th-secretary-of-education-0
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/speech/secretary-mcmahon-our-departments-final-mission
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/speech/secretary-mcmahon-our-departments-final-mission
https://iel.org/iel-statement-regarding-the-signing-of-executive-order-to-eliminate-the-u-s-department-of-education/
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The Department of Education (cont): On March 21, President
Trump announced that the U.S. Department of Education’s
Office for Federal Student Aid and the student loan portfolio will
be moved to the Small Business Administration (SBA), who itself
is facing a 43% Reduction in Force (RIF). The role of the FSA as
administrator of student loans is protected by law in the Higher
Education Act.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) program,
housed in the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services, was announced to be moving to the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS). It is the Secretary of
Education’s responsibility, by law, to administer these funds.

The ED Initiates Reduction in Force: On March 11, 2025, the ED
announced a reduction in force that will affect nearly 50% of its
workforce, with impacted staff placed on administrative leave
starting March 21. This includes most of the staff of NCES and
IES, who collect, analyze, and publish critical data in education.

Government Shutdown Averted: On March 14, 2025, the Senate
passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) to fund the government
until September 30, 2025. The Senate passed the House
Republican-led bill that increased defense funding by $6 billion
and cut nondefense spending by $13 billion. Most education
programs will continue to receive funding at the FY 2024 levels.
The U.S. Congress is back in session and is focusing on budget
reconciliation. For more on the CR, find IEL's statement here.

IEL Policy Updates g

119" Congressional Policy Agenda: Co-design [EL's 119th
Congress Policy by the People Agenda with members of our
network! This policy agenda will reflect the experiences and
ideas of the hundreds of leaders we work with across our
networks, including you, to address the most significant issues in
education and workforce development. To provide your
thoughts on what should be a part of IEL's 119th Congress Policy
Agenda, complete this survey.

Washington Policy Seminar: From March 17-19, IEL held the 61st
Washington Policy Seminar. Joined by members of IEL's
Education Policy Fellowship Program and Community School
Network members, attendees engaged in timely discussions,
workshops, and plenaries on federal education policy.

Events & Resources

Register NOW for our Policy by the
People™ Synchronous Modules! &

e Participants can dig deeper into the root
causes of systemic inequities, learn about
policy and coalition building, and receive
peer-to-peer learning on developing and
strengthening their advocacy strategy.

¢ Apply by midnight on Wednesday, April
2nd to participate in the synchronous
modules, which launch April 9th.

Webinars & Capacity Building Events 7

e Research Practice Partnerships: Working
with K-12 faculty, staff, and students to
improve Community Schools on April
2nd at 3:00 pm ET. This is a joint town
hall by [EL's Coalition for Community
Schools Research Practice Network and
the Netter Center for Community
Partnerships.

e Breaking the Cycle: Future-Proofing
Schools Against Chronic Absenteeism
School-Community Connections for
Student Success on April 15 at 2:00pm
ET. Hosted by Education Week and
featuring IEL's Kwesi Rollins.

e Valuing Nondegree Credentials in State
Policy on April 8 at 3:00pm ET. Hosted
by the Education Commission of the
States.

e 2025 Hot Topics in Education: A Virtual
Meeting Series running every Friday
afternoon through May 2025 at 3:00pm
ET. Hosted by the National Conference
of State Legislatures (NCSL).

New Research, Reports, & Analysis =

e Student Well-Being, School Choice,
Higher Ed Top Governors' Priorities for
2025 by The 74

e Moving the Needle by 50Can

e New Survey Finds Medicaid Cuts Would
Devastate School Staffing and Services
by The 74

e Chronic Student Absenteeism Varies
Sharply by Grade Level by FutureEd



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVyVfkL7PwM
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-765/pdf/COMPS-765.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-765/pdf/COMPS-765.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statuteregulations/
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/osers
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/osers
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-initiates-reduction-force
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-initiates-reduction-force
https://iel.org/iel-policy-update-government-shutdown-averted-layoffs-at-u-s-department-of-education/
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8081443/Network-Survey-to-Inform-IEL-s-Policy-Agenda-for-the-119th-Congress
https://iel.org/wps/
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8010829/EAA-Synchronous-Modules-Application
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8010829/EAA-Synchronous-Modules-Application
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8010829/EAA-Synchronous-Modules-Application
https://8ar6btpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ilmZRrhgPyRM1Qtgt6valaDgB4rn9UTLdttV6ouQYooPnTANT0f-gVV3fkb2I27zOOzoeMNpRx1YHE3SSfPFeHruuxaj7oQY8ZlTTRUk-4buWm7zYi5uU5dPbBAmVPvFjQSEDEqbx9SHM2CvEPavCF1TycV73HDvpBbVIiVj0EuMgO1v0UjvcsdIRgOS5n8B2r97oUb0IdGRWEq5LbN-yZvRoZP82JikzIvPA2GY6zYuPSn7QkPFJQ==&c=AWezO3INL8Pg7V_OTFIzIimvvn8pQR3e__7hy-yMs2zb5h-XCb82pQ==&ch=omi-YJgzrCl0sYL4MFlM2SYZzorR-mZVT3jbTcpNfy0KbSBMmNjZdg==
https://8ar6btpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ilmZRrhgPyRM1Qtgt6valaDgB4rn9UTLdttV6ouQYooPnTANT0f-gVV3fkb2I27zOOzoeMNpRx1YHE3SSfPFeHruuxaj7oQY8ZlTTRUk-4buWm7zYi5uU5dPbBAmVPvFjQSEDEqbx9SHM2CvEPavCF1TycV73HDvpBbVIiVj0EuMgO1v0UjvcsdIRgOS5n8B2r97oUb0IdGRWEq5LbN-yZvRoZP82JikzIvPA2GY6zYuPSn7QkPFJQ==&c=AWezO3INL8Pg7V_OTFIzIimvvn8pQR3e__7hy-yMs2zb5h-XCb82pQ==&ch=omi-YJgzrCl0sYL4MFlM2SYZzorR-mZVT3jbTcpNfy0KbSBMmNjZdg==
https://8ar6btpab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ilmZRrhgPyRM1Qtgt6valaDgB4rn9UTLdttV6ouQYooPnTANT0f-gVV3fkb2I27zOOzoeMNpRx1YHE3SSfPFeHruuxaj7oQY8ZlTTRUk-4buWm7zYi5uU5dPbBAmVPvFjQSEDEqbx9SHM2CvEPavCF1TycV73HDvpBbVIiVj0EuMgO1v0UjvcsdIRgOS5n8B2r97oUb0IdGRWEq5LbN-yZvRoZP82JikzIvPA2GY6zYuPSn7QkPFJQ==&c=AWezO3INL8Pg7V_OTFIzIimvvn8pQR3e__7hy-yMs2zb5h-XCb82pQ==&ch=omi-YJgzrCl0sYL4MFlM2SYZzorR-mZVT3jbTcpNfy0KbSBMmNjZdg==
https://www.edweek.org/events/webinar/breaking-the-cycle-future-proofing-schools-against-chronic-absenteeism
https://www.edweek.org/events/webinar/breaking-the-cycle-future-proofing-schools-against-chronic-absenteeism
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AvxmQgHc5tkfW2uBQ6WlsLxq2DhymCk6IZqbpEjDPKkZwKHQ-OHz~AkPH6eED5i2dlE7yjocFLqDqFRbTPpqZQ2pndD6fngljmb-Zs58OkKnLbQ
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AvxmQgHc5tkfW2uBQ6WlsLxq2DhymCk6IZqbpEjDPKkZwKHQ-OHz~AkPH6eED5i2dlE7yjocFLqDqFRbTPpqZQ2pndD6fngljmb-Zs58OkKnLbQ
https://www.ncsl.org/events/details/2025-hot-topics-in-education-a-virtual-meeting-series
https://www.ncsl.org/events/details/2025-hot-topics-in-education-a-virtual-meeting-series
https://www.the74million.org/article/student-well-being-school-choice-higher-ed-top-governors-priorities-for-2025/
https://www.the74million.org/article/student-well-being-school-choice-higher-ed-top-governors-priorities-for-2025/
https://www.the74million.org/article/student-well-being-school-choice-higher-ed-top-governors-priorities-for-2025/
https://50can.org/publication/moving-the-needle/
https://www.the74million.org/article/new-survey-finds-medicaid-cuts-would-devastate-school-staffing-and-services/
https://www.the74million.org/article/new-survey-finds-medicaid-cuts-would-devastate-school-staffing-and-services/
https://www.future-ed.org/chronic-student-absenteeism-varies-sharply-by-grade-level/
https://www.future-ed.org/chronic-student-absenteeism-varies-sharply-by-grade-level/

e Federal Funding for Libraries and
Museums on the Chopping Block by
New America



https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/federal-funding-for-libraries-and-museums-on-the-chopping-block/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/federal-funding-for-libraries-and-museums-on-the-chopping-block/

