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ESSA: What’s in it for Parents?

• Learn what ESSA says about family 

engagement 

• Find out what CT and CA are doing to engage 

parents in designing compacts that are linked 

to school improvement goals

▪ Learn what Families in Schools is doing to build 

capacity educators to strengthen their 

partnerships with families



ESSA: What’s the Same/What’s New

The same: 

▪ Annual testing/reporting on student outcomes

▪ Disaggregated data (race, income, ELL, SPED)

▪ Identify lowest 5% of schools

New:

▪ States set performance indicators and goals

▪ No more AYP and HQT requirements

▪ No federal criteria for teacher evaluation



ESSA:  P.L. 114-95

Consultation with Parents and Families:
• State Plans: SEAs must consult with parents, allow 30 days for 

comment. USDE Secretary must establish peer review teams 
that include parents.

• State Report Cards: Reports to the public, must be developed 
w/ parents.

• District Plans: Districts must consult w/ parents in developing 
plans and describe how to meet FE mandates.

• School Support Plans: Plans to improve low-performing schools 
must be developed + implemented in partnership with parents.   



ESSA:  P.L. 114-95

What are States Doing to Consult with Families?

Illinois: 
• Listening tour around the state to get input (2 sites)

• Materials posted on IL state website: http://www.isbe.net/essa/ 

• Comment Link 

Arizona: 
• “We Are Listening” Tour with 15 Stops (April-June)

• Information and form for comments on state website 

http://www.azed.gov/hearingeveryvoice/  

• Email address for comments. 

•



ESSA: Family Engagement

Statewide Family Engagement Centers 

● The evolution of PIRCs

● $10 million authorized; $500k minimum grant

● Supports development of statewide infrastructure

● Focuses on statewide TA, training and capacity building vs 
direct service

● Awaiting appropriation and USDE guidance.



ESSA: Family Engagement

District policy:

An LEA may receive Title I funds only if it:
• Conducts outreach to all parents and family members
• Implements programs, activities, and procedures to involve 
parents and family members in Title I programs, in 
meaningful consultation with parents of Title I children.
• Sets expectations and objectives for meaningful FE.

Policy must cover: How jointly developed; builds capacity; links 
to FE in other programs; jointly evaluated; involved in Title I 
school activities, including a parent advisory board. (optional)
*New language is in red.



ESSA: Family Engagement

The same: Title I schools must develop: 

• FE Policy – meetings, program review, info on curriculum and 
testing, parent comments.

• School-Parent Compact: Shared responsibility for student 
learning, dual capacity for involvement; 

New:

● Ensure regular, two-way, and meaningful communication 
between family members and school staff.   

● 90% of Title I family engagement funds go directly to the 
school 



ESSA: NAFSCE Recommends

Core Principles: 

● Family engagement is an essential strategy to   
improve student learning.

● Parents and families are not “the problem” –
they are critical partners.

● Develop Dual Capacity: Both educators and 
families need support to collaborate.

● Close parent-teacher communication and 
collaboration is what improves student learning.



Your New Tool for Linking Family 

Engagement to Student Learning

Dust Off Your Old 

School-Parent Compact

Judy Carson

CT State Department of Education

judy.carson@ct.gov

860-807-2122
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What Do Parents Want From Us?

What is my child 
expected to know at 
each grade level?

And how can I help?





The School-Parent Compact

In The Beginning…

A written agreement of shared responsibility (Sec. 1118)

How will families and teachers work 

together this year to achieve high 

standards for student achievement 

and meet the goals of the school 

improvement plan?

USDE 1996 



Example of an OLD Compact  

TITLE I TEACHER:
I understand that the school 
experience is important to every 
student and so is my role as a 
teacher and model. Therefore, I 
agree to carry out the following 
responsibilities to the best of my 
ability:

1.Teach necessary concepts to 
your child.
2.Try to be aware of your child’s 
needs.
3.Regularly communicate with 
you and the regular classroom 
teacher about your child’s 
progress.

__________________________
Teacher Signature                Date

NUTMEG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
HOME/SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT COMPACT

PARENT/GUARDIAN:
I realize that my time in school is very 
important. I also understand that participating 
in my child’s education will help his/her 
achievement and attitude. Therefore, I agree 
to carry out the following responsibilities to 
the best of my ability:

1.Go over my child’s assignments with 
him/her.
2.Make sure my child is at school on time.
3.Give my child a quiet place to study.
4.Spend at least 15 minutes each day reading 
with my child.
5.Attend open house and parent conferences.
6.Make sure my child gets enough sleep each 
night.

____________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                     Date

STUDENT:
I know my education is 
important. I know my 
parents want to help me, 
but I am the one who has to 
do the work. Therefore, I 
agree to do the following:

1.Do my classwork on time.
2.Be at school on time 
unless I am sick.
3.Return corrected work to 
my parent/guardian.
4.Pay attention and do my 
work.
5.Be responsible for my 
own behavior.

______________________
Student Signature        Date



The Myths

The Compact…

 must be signed by 
teachers and 
parents

 is a good place to 
teach parenting

 is the place to 
correct student 
behavior



What Happened?

Compliance culture 

+ Little experience with families

+ Boilerplate compacts



Home support for learning 

connected to curriculum
2

Methods for regular family 

communication about 

student progress

6

Activities to build partnerships 
(including volunteering, class observations 

and contact with teachers)  

4

School goals to meet 

challenging academic 

standards 

1A

1B
High quality curriculum and 

instruction

3 Student responsibility for 

learning 

5
Jointly developed –

Meaningful input from families

7 Family-friendly language and 

format

What Is Supposed To Be In a Compact?







The Myths

The Compact…

 must be signed by 
teachers and 
parents

 is a good place to 
teach parenting

 is the place to 
correct student 
behavior



Two-Way Conversations 

about Learning 

Parents and teachers meet by grade level to 

share strategies for working together to 

improve students’ skills  

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Steps to Success

Set The Stage

Link to Learning

Roll Out

www.ctschoolparentcompact.org



CHINO VALLEY 
UNIFIED SCHOOL 

DISTRICT
Carol Sweat

Parent, School, Community Specialist

carol_sweat@chino.k12.ca.us

http://www.chino.k12.ca.us/Page/8882
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FUNDING SOURCE: LCFF/LCAP

Under LCFF, 

California funds 
school districts, 

charter schools 

and county 

offices of 

education 

equally per 

student with 

adjustments 

based on grade 

levels and 

demographic 

characteristics.   
LCFF replaces 

complexity in 

favor of equity, 

transparency, 

and 

performance.



Compact Development 
and Process

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/pf/



Compact 
Development

and Process
Gather Resources

Teacher and Family Input

Use data to guide compact 

planning and alignment 

with Single Plan for Student 

Achievement (SPSA)

Check your work

Alignment of Tools
School-Parent Compact
School Parental Engagement 
Policy
SPSA

Distribute to Families



Building 
Teacher Capacity

Staff Professional Development

Administration Training

School Leadership Team 

Teachers as Partners

Teachers as Presenters



February 23, 2016

Families In Schools

• Created in 2000
• Our Mission: To involve parents and communities in 
their children’s education to achieve lifelong student 
success
• Capacity Building and Advocacy Organization

@famsinschools

Facebook.com/familiesinschools



Definition

Parent involvement describes 
how parents participate at home 
and at school in their child’s 
education. 

Parent engagement describes the 
work of schools (and 
organizations) to eliminate the 
obstacles families face in getting 
involved.













Our WorkOur Work



Thank 
You!

Oscar E. Cruz
President & CEO

ocruz@familiesinschools.org
(213) 201-3912
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