School-Family-Community Partnerships

Compact Tool #5:

Compact Tool #5: Outreach to Families

Outreach to Families
Teachers tell us that reaching out to families and engaging them in activities at school is HARD. Schools
that do this successfully create what is called a Joining Process  one that welcomes families, honors who
they are and what they can contribute, and connects them to teachers and to what their children are
learning and doing in class.*
Before families will step in and help with academic skills, they need to feel comfortable, invited, and able to
do what we ask of them. It’s not just what we do, but how we do it. Here are some strategies that schools in
Connecticut and elsewhere are using to reach out and engage families.
Welcome families and make sure they feel fully invited
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children. Make a personal connection, and remind them of the upcoming Literacy Luau.
It’s especially meaningful if the principal is out there, too.
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Offer books and a pizza dinner.
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flyers, they think the invitation isn’t really for them.) The family coordinator can make a contact list.
Divide it up among the principal, parent group leaders, teachers, counselors, the Assistant Principal,
and literacy and math coaches.
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organize and conduct a walkthrough.)
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families, stopping by their homes to welcome them to the school and offering to accompany them to
the next Family Friday. This is a natural job for the school PTA/PTO.
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like a Math Safari, Book Talks, or Author’s Tea. Put on some music or ask local musicians to play.
Have a conversation, not a presentation.
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Honor families and ask for their ideas
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ing families for their contributions large and small, removing barriers to their participation, and interviewing
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live. Ask parents who live in those neighborhoods to lead the tour. Students and families love this
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neighborhood walks, the teachers passed out books and information about the school, inviting families
to attend the upcoming open house
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all meetings for families.
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works for them. Have an ice cream social in a local park, or offer coffee with the principal in
families’ homes.
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to prepare a meal before they come.
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their friends and what’s the best evening for an event. Recognize their expertise. Ask parents to lead
the meeting or organize a workshop. Parents may step up to call and recruit other parents, host house
meetings, conduct and tally a survey, organize childcare, and form car pools for workshops,
Connect families to what their children are learning
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students to explain what they learned from doing a project or assignment.
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learning materials families can use with children.
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Stock up on information about colleges and post secondary training programs.
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graded student work.
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describe why and how they are engaged in their children’s learning. The SchoolCommunity Journal, 13>!\^:_`;
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